Editor, Sunday Cyprus Mail,
For his “Diary” article, “Cross my palm”, Sunday Mail, Nov. 25, Richard Dickenson is to be commended for his exposé of the charlatans, both religious and lay, who prey upon the gullible. “Fortune Tellers” as a class, with hoaxers, have been the bane of scientific parapsychology from its beginnings with the Society for Psychical Research in the late 19th century.

This having been said, his negative attitude towards such serious research subjects as precognition, out-of-body experiences (OBEs), reincarnation and the genuinely intuitive ability of some individuals accurately to predict future events reveals his all but total ignorance of the literature.

With the very greatest respect for Dr. Dickenson’s expertise in his chosen field (I understand from earlier articles that he has five medical degrees), I dare to suggest that his specialization in one area does not automatically qualify him to pronounce authoritatively on subjects about which he knows virtually nothing.  He is not alone.  This is a regrettable tendency among many “experts” in specialized fields.  It is especially characteristic of medical doctors, many of whom seem to assume that the physical body is all that matters.  Ergo, they already know all that they have to know about everything that is really important.  Hence there is no need to look any further.  This propensity is reinforced by the aura of infallibility conferred on them by a properly respectful laity – one which, of course, they understandably do nothing to dispel.

Dr. Dickenson takes pride in his “scientific” approach.  One can only ask, “Is it truly scientific to condemn without studying or without making at least some effort to prove or to disprove?”

The good doctor is obviously unaware of the work done by many, many academically-accredited scientists into matters such as psychic research, mediumship, out-of-body experiences (OBEs), precognition, near death experiences (NDEs) and so forth.  Indeed, the increasing frequency of NDEs is largely due to the success of his fellow MDs in extending the lives of the very sick and the dying.

I should like to suggest to Dr. Dickenson that he educate himself by joining the British Society for Psychical Research and the Society for Scientific Exploration (USA).  Both publish peer-reviewed journals that are supplied with membership and that will provide him, over time, with a thorough grounding in the above-mentioned and related subjects.

As for his dismissive attitude to reincarnation, I recommend the work of Professor Erlendur Haraldsson of the University of Iceland and, especially, that of the late Dr. Ian Stevenson, Professor of Psychiatry at the University of Virginia, famous for 2,600 carefully investigated cases of reincarnation conducted within the most strict scientific protocols.  His published books are Twenty Cases Suggestive of Reincarnation (l960); Children who Remember Past Lives (1977); Where Reincarnation and Biology Intersect (1997); and Reincarnation and Biology:  A Contribution to the Etiology of Birthmarks and Birth Defects (1997) – a medical monograph with extensive documentation, references, tables, footnotes and photographic evidence .

In closing, I would comment on his unsupported proclamation that “no one can see into the future.”  Since he brought up quantum physics, let us hear from Albert Einstein:

“For us convinced physicists, the distinction between past, present and future is only a stubbornly persistent illusion … time is not at all what it seems.  It does not flow in only one direction and the future exists simultaneously with the past.”

Accordingly, it is hardly surprising that “remote-viewers” and others, such as precognitive dreamers, should perceive so-called “future” events.  The problem is to determine not whether such things are possible, which is already established, but how to control access to them. 

Sincerely, 

John Knowles

Peyia

