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 (Greek:    Psyche  =  Mind, Spirit;      Gnosis  =  Knowledge)

“Know Thyself and Thou Wilt Know the Universe and the Gods”

-  Temple of Apollo at Delphi

   P.O. Box 62064, 8060 Paphos, Tel. 26-621272

psygnos@spidernet.com.cy      www.psychognosia.org
“Mind Matters – The Global Consciousness Project” 

© by Linda Leblanc, Nov. 2005 
Director, PSYCHOGNOSIA
"Do you remember how electrical currents and 'unseen waves' were laughed at?

The knowledge about man is still in its infancy."







 --  Albert Einstein

On 11 September 2001, a worldwide network of monitoring stations registered unusual activity around the time of the terrorist attacks in the USA.  On that day in September, the “listening posts”, recorded the largest anomalous deviation since its inception in 1998 (see graph attached).  This dramatic effect most interestingly showed the apparent deviation began several hours before events in New York and Washington.  Sound like science fiction?  No, it’s actually fact and the network is called the Global Consciousness Project (GCP). The “global listening posts”, called “EGGs”, are computerized random number generators (RNGs), the modern equivalent of tossing dice and are the basis of experiments to study mind-matter effects.  

Mind Matter Studies

Since 1998, the Global Consciousness Project, led by Princeton University’s Dr. Roger Nelson, has been monitoring outputs of RNGs around the world, in all timezones, in a network which now numbers over 80 “EGGs”.  In April 2004, Cyprus joined the network, with an “EGG” in Coral Bay, Paphos, sponsored and hosted by PSYCHOGNOSIA, a not-for-profit centre for the dissemination of scientifically reliable information on the paranormal and related areas. The international effort, involving researchers from several institutions and many countries, is designed to explore whether collective consciousness can be scientifically validated through objective measurement. The project builds on experiments conducted for over 40 years at a number of laboratories, demonstrating that human consciousness interacts with random event generators, apparently "causing" them to produce non-random patterns. 


This world-spanning array of RNG detectors randomly generates packets of data, monitored by personal computers running software, which is then periodically sent over the Internet to a computer in Princeton, New Jersey, USA, for archiving and statistical analysis.  The network is designed to document and to display any subtle, but direct effects of our collective consciousness reacting to global events.  Significant deviations have been noted in randomness of data from these 
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RNGs around times of major events in the world, such as natural disasters, terrible accidents, beginnings of war, World Cup games, celebrations such as New Year’s Eve and worldwide meditations.  The research hypothesis predicts the appearance of coherence and structure in the globally distributed data collected during major events that engage the world population.  The RNG outputs are examined to determine if they deviate from chance expectation from just before an event of wide-spread interest to a few hours afterwards.  


Over 170 global events during the last 6 years have been formally tested, with highly significant results (see attached graphs). For some world events there are strong correlations, but virtually none in others.  Overall, however, there is significant evidence in favour of the hypothesis that the EGGs show anomalous deviations when there is widespread public participation in or reaction to an event.  Researchers have ruled out electromagnetic effects, electrical disturbances from power grids, mobile phone use, etc., as possible sources of the deviations noted in the network.

Some Recent Events 


As expected, unusual deviations were seen in the GCP network around the time of the Sumatra undersea earthquake and tsunami on 26 December 2004.  An analysis of 62 EGGs showed a sharp deviation beginning about 30 minutes before the quake.  Around 24 hours before the Sumatra shock, the data show a huge and unlikely spike.  A sharp drop occurs just before the powerful tremor, which changed to a sharp rise for several hours following the quake.  During the first day of the tragedy, a wavelike oscillation dominates the data.  A strong trend continued for the next 24 hours.  The cautious Director of the GCP concluded that “the timing is suggestive”. 


With Greece’s unexpected participation in the July 2004 Euro Football Championship, during the match when Greece won, there was a strong consistent drop that would happen by chance only a few times in 1000.   Intriguingly, not only was this strong trend in the opposite direction to what is generally predicted, but the EGGs in Greece apparently did not have much of a reaction to the event, which seems to run counter to expectations about proximity to an event.  Attached is an analysis of the network’s data during the tragic Helios plane crash in August. It is noteworthy that the two closest EGGs in Cyprus and Athens showed unusual deviations.

One of the guiding models for the GCP is Teilhard de Chardin's idea of a “nöosphere” (νόος, Greek for mind), or layer of intelligence enveloping the earth.  This provides an interesting background for specific questions such as:  Is there a fundamental interconnectedness among all things?  A field consciousness?  Just what is being registered on the EGG network?  Although it has traditionally received little attention until recent times, the substantial body of published data such as that of the GCP supports the hypothesis that thoughts can interact with so-called physical reality.  It is, of course, possible that an “explanation” will be found, but, at the very least, a broader examination of this phenomenon is warranted. 
Find out about PSYCHOGNOSIA’s activities, including free email updates on the Global Consciousness Project :  www.psychognosia.org, psygnos@spidernet.com.cy, Tel. 26-621272
11 September 2001, Attacks on USA
The indications that something quite unusual did happen in the RNG network before, during and after 9/11, were confirmed by independent researchers who conducted extensive statistical analyses that found striking anomalies in the data. The upper line in the graph below shows the actual EGG network data. The lower line simulates what the data would look like if there were no deviation. 
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COMPELLING EVIDENCE :   “EGG network registered an unmistakable and profound response” -    Dr. Roger Nelson, Director, GCP, Princeton, N.J., USA 

Graph of Accumulating Deviations

The following figure presents the cumulative deviation of the formal results from chance expectation, which is shown as the horizontal line at 0 deviation. Truly random data would produce a jagged curve with no slope, wandering up and down around the horizontal. The dotted smooth curves show the 0.001 and 0.05 probability envelopes that help to define significant versus chance excursions. (0.001 is highly significant, 1 in 1000 by chance;  0.05 is significant with 5 in 100 by chance).  The jagged line shows accumulating excess relative to expectation for the complete dataset.
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Graphs from GCP website: http://noosphere.princeton.edu
Helios Plane Crash, August 2005

The Global Consciousness Project occasionally makes informal predictions which are not included in the basis for evaluation of the formal hypotheses.  Unpredictable, spontaneous events obviously cannot be anticipated, so there can be no formal prediction about the behaviour of the network before such an event.  The Helios plane crash analysis comes under this "Exploratory" category rather than the "Formal" series for global events.  Though informal, the crash is an event that can be included in a category of major accidents that GCP thinks is useful.

This analysis looks at the whole network (64 eggs), asking whether there was a departure from randomness around the time of this event.  Similar events have usually looked at a four-hour period.  Using this model, the time from 12:00 to 16:00 Athens time was examined.  The GCP analysis also looked at two local eggs, one in Athens, and one in Cyprus.  Preliminary results are striking, and the result for all eggs resembles the picture for the Concorde crash a few years ago.

The graph below shows 3 lines:  the line in the middle shows the combined data from 64 eggs.  This would be the formal segment of the analysis and its terminal value is not much different from zero. The line No. 2027 (the Athens egg) follows a fairly steady upward trend after the crash.   The lower line, No. 2048, is the Cyprus egg, displaying an opposite but steady downward trend.  It is worth noting that the first two hours show a pretty strong positive trend, with the middle curve for all eggs approximating the 0.05 probability level.  What is more interesting is that both of the individual eggs have strong deviations.  If they were selected as the most deviant from the 60 or so units this would be unexceptional, but they are exactly the two eggs one might consider directly engaged in this tragic event.  

One must be cautious in interpreting the data of individual eggs, but the outputs of these local eggs appear to have deviated from the usual random data that would normally be seen.  It is fair to say their level of activity reflects that engagement, if not with scientific rigor, then with aesthetic presence.  No single event in this project can be taken as a reliable indicator.  We only become confident when we have many repetitions of a pattern of response in similar circumstances.  A recent example is the GCP analysis of the Katrina hurricane, which showed strong deviations in two relatively local eggs. 
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